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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, the deliciously dark children’s classic, has been turned into a 
brand-new musical from three-time Tony Award© winning director Jack O’Brien and the Grammy© 
and Tony-winning songwriters of Hairspray: Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman.

Roald Dahl’s well-loved story is an epic tale that continues to entertain and delight children and 
adults alike after many decades. This latest version of the story promises to entertain audiences, 
but also offers many opportunities for learning as this Education Pack will show.

The pack has been designed to help you explore the journey “from page to stage” with your 
students. It vividly captures the imagination and provides a great opportunity for teachers to 
ignite students’ passion for reading and develop their literacy skills.

The musical examines important and universal themes such as; fairness, integrity, honesty and 
ambition. It also explores some pertinent social issues including poverty and equity, and the 
importance of creative thinking. These themes and social issues form the foundation for many of 
the activities in this Education Pack.

Students of The Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music and Visual Arts) will be interested in the 
production’s effective use of a range of conventions and elements of Drama. Sophisticated use of 
stagecraft, including flexible staging, costume, puppetry, and lighting design further enhance the 
production. A range of musical styles are used in the original score by Shaiman and Wittman. These 
songs complement some of the original songs from the 1971 motion picture that are also used in 
the production. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is a theatrical event with an original style, and 
teachers and students are recommended to attend this innovative and engaging production.

WELCOME TO THE WONDROUS WORLD  
OF THE MAJOR NEW STAGE MUSICAL
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The following activities and resources have been developed to inspire a deeper insight, 
understanding and appreciation of the performance. Teachers may choose from these activities 
according to what is appropriate for their students and teaching circumstances, either prior to 
seeing the performance or as a follow up.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory offers an excellent opportunity to explore the Australian 
Curriculum, with specific references to English, and The Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music 
and Visual Arts) as well as all seven of the General Capabilities (Literacy, Numeracy, Intercultural 
Understanding, Information & Communication Technology, Critical & Creative Thinking, Personal & 
Social Capability AND Ethical Understanding).

These relationships to the production are examined in the document CONNECTIONS TO
THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM. We trust that the activities and resources in this Education Pack
will provide teachers with the ability to fully appreciate the educational opportunities of this
spectacular musical production.

Using Charlie and the Chocolate Factory as a focus, this Education Pack contains engaging 
activities that can be used by teachers, or even keen fans of Roald Dahl who want to gain a richer 
understanding of the production. 

Eli Erez and David Perry
Education Pack Writers

BOOK YOUR VISIT TODAY
School tickets are available to order from the Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
website at charliethemusical.com.au
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CONNECTIONS TO AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

ENGLISH
The study of English helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed 
citizens … individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with 
others and with the world around them. They understand how language features and language 
patterns can be used for emphasis.

Figurative language techniques are used throughout the musical, including alliteration and hyperbole 
for emphatic effect, enhancing the exaggerated nature of the characters, setting and plot.

They compare and analyse information in different texts, explaining literal and implied meaning.

In the musical, a number of interactions between different characters take place, raising 
questions about those characters’ backgrounds. In some of the activities in this pack, students 
are encouraged to discuss the societal issues raised in the text, such as poverty, trust and 
integrity, and develop and examine persuasive arguments relating to these issues.

They understand how the use of text structures can achieve particular effects and can 
analyse and explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used by different 
authors to represent ideas, characters and events. 

Students investigate the musical in order to compare different text types in conveying content 
and expression.

THE ARTS 
In the Australian Curriculum, The Arts is a learning area that draws together related but 
distinct art forms. While these art forms have close relationships and are often used in 
interrelated ways, each involves different approaches to arts practices and critical and 
creative thinking that reflect distinct bodies of knowledge, understanding and skills.

The activities in this Education Pack have been developed to offer senior students rich 
opportunities to engage with the production, as well as gain learning and practice in the five Arts 
subjects (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music and Visual Arts). The activities in this Education Pack 
have been aligned with the rationale and aims of each of the five Arts subjects.   

The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination 
and encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential.

The Arts activities in this Education Pack aim to provide opportunities for students to develop 
students’ burgeoning artistic abilities.

The five Arts subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide opportunities for students to learn 
how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual ideas, 
emotions, observations and experiences.

These resources have been developed with a range of activities that are relevant to the five Arts 
subjects.
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Rich in tradition, The Arts play a major role in the development and expression of cultures and 
communities, locally, nationally and globally. Students communicate ideas in current, 
traditional and emerging forms and use arts knowledge and understanding to make sense of 
their world. Through The Arts, students learn to express their ideas, thoughts and opinions as 
they discover and interpret the world.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory explores a specific cultural and community context that will 
allow students to examine pertinent themes, as well as social and historical issues. The activities 
in this Education Pack have been developed to offer opportunities for students to use Arts 
practices to communicate these discoveries. 

Arts learning provides students with opportunities to engage with creative industries and arts 
professionals. The Arts entertain, challenge, provoke responses and enrich our knowledge of 
self, communities, world cultures and histories. 

Recent studies show that students who are exposed to performance experiences have enhanced 
literary knowledge, tolerance and empathy*. It is important for schools to consider the 
overwhelming benefits of student exposure and engagement with quality productions. Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory is a highly crafted production that offers considerable opportunities 
for students to engage with arts professionals. The standard of the creative artists involved in 
every aspect of this production is exceptional and provides significant opportunities for students 
to be entertained, challenged and enriched.  

The Arts contribute to the development of confident and creative individuals, nurturing and 
challenging active and informed citizens. Learning in The Arts is based on cognitive, affective 
and sensory/kinaesthetic response to arts practices as students revisit increasingly complex 
content, skills and processes with developing confidence and sophistication across their 
years of learning.

The activities in this Education Pack are designed to give kinaesthetic Arts experiences that will 
develop students’ creativity and confidence. 

In the Australian Curriculum The Arts aims to develop students’:

	 • �creativity, critical thinking, aesthetic knowledge and understanding about arts practices, 
through making and responding to artworks with increasing self-confidence

	 • �arts knowledge and skills to communicate ideas; they value and share their arts and life 
experiences by representing, expressing and communicating ideas, imagination and 
observations about their individual and collective worlds to others in meaningful ways

	 • �use of innovative arts practices with available and emerging technologies, to express and 
represent ideas, while displaying empathy for multiple viewpoints

	 • �understanding of local, regional and global cultures, and their arts histories and traditions, 
through engaging with the worlds of artists, artworks, audiences and arts professions.

The education resources contained in this Education Pack are designed to address the specific 
aims of the Australian Curriculum. Students will have opportunities to engage with learning 
opportunities that will develop the key skills and knowledge referenced above.
  
*University of Arkansas Department of Education Reform 
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ENGLISH
The following English activities offer rich opportunities for students to engage in the following 
ACARA General Capabilities

Literacy 
	 - Comprehending texts through listening, reading and viewing
	 - Composing texts through speaking, writing and creating
	 - Text knowledge
	 - Grammar knowledge
	 - Word knowledge
	 - Visual knowledge

Critical and Creative Thinking 
	 - Inquiring – Identifying, exploring and organising information and ideas
	 - Generating ideas, possibilities and actions
	 - Reflecting on thinking and processes
	 - Analysing, synthesising and evaluating reasoning and procedures

Personal and Social Capability 
	 - Self-awareness
	 - Self-management
	 - Social awareness
	 - Social management

Intercultural Understanding 
	 - Interacting and empathising with others

Ethical Understanding
	 - Understanding ethical concepts and issues
	 - Reasoning in decision making and actions
	 - Exploring values, rights and responsibilities



ACTIVITIES
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ENGLISH

SLAM WRITING
Resources
Character Cards - Worksheet 1

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to describe the characters using appropriate vocabulary. 

All of the characters in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory have different looks and personalities. 
Teachers have an opportunity to explore the concept of character by examining what makes each 
of the characters in this story distinctive.

• �Give students 3 minutes to write down all of the words they can think of to describe each of 
the following characters (30 seconds per character):

	 	 ◆  Willy Wonka
	 	 ◆  Charlie Bucket
	 	 ◆  Grandpa Joe
	 	 ◆  Augustus Gloop
	 	 ◆  The Oompa-Loompas
	 	 ◆  Violet Beauregarde

• �Once students have completed each list, ask them for the words they wrote down and collect 
them on the board.

• �Worksheet 1 contains profiles of each of the characters. Ask the students to compare the 
words on the board with the character profile descriptions. What similarities and differences 
did they observe?
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ENGLISH

DIARY ENTRY
Resources
Character Cards - Worksheet 1

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to write from a character’s perspective.
	 Understand how a character is portrayed in a dramatic work. 

• �Ask students to choose one of the characters profiled on Worksheet 1 or assign each student a 
character and ask them to read the relevant character profile.

• �Students will write an imaginary diary entry for the night before Willy Wonka’s factory opens for 
the tour.

• �They should think about the way their character thinks and consider how they might be feeling:
	 - Are they excited, and if so, why?
	 - What are they looking forward to?
	 - Have they got any worries about the trip?

• �Higher-ability students should think about the tone of voice they use for their diary entry: does 
it match the sort of language this character uses in the book?

• �Once students have completed their entry, they can swap it with another student who reads it 
to the rest of the class.

• �Ask students to imagine they will be playing their character in the new musical and think about 
how they could transform their piece of writing into a performance.

	 - How do they imagine the character’s voice to sound?
	 - Would they talk quickly or slowly?
	 - Would they use a lot of gesture?

• �The students can perform their entry at the end of the lesson to the rest of the class for 
feedback and discussion. 
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ENGLISH

POETRY IN MOTION
Resources
Poetry in Motion - Worksheet 2

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to write and understand the form and structure of an Acrostic Poem

• Ask students to write a short poem about their trip to the theatre.

• �They should use the first letters in the words CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY as the 
start of each line. An acrostic template is provided on Worksheet 2 for them to work with.

• �Ask students to concentrate on expressing how they felt during the trip.

• �Ask students to perform their poems for the rest of the class. Students could decorate their 
Acrostic Poems and these could be used to create a classroom display.
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ENGLISH

SPOTTING ADJECTIVES
Resources
Spotting the Adjectives - Worksheet 3

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Know what an adjective is used for
	 Be able to identify adjectives in a piece of writing.

• �Students should read the extracts on Worksheet 3 and use a coloured pen to highlight the 
adjectives.

• �Create a list of the adjectives used by Roald Dahl to describe Willy Wonka and Augustus Gloop.

• �As a class, discuss the different words that are used for each – how do they help to build a 
picture of these characters? Ask the students to use a thesaurus to find other words that 
Roald Dahl could have used to describe these characters.

• �Choose one of the words students have chosen and conduct a word association exercise. 
Discuss the fact that each word has many different connotations. Discuss how adjectives are 
used to help shape a reader’s perception of a character.

• �Discuss how these describing words would help the people developing the new musical to 
imagine the characters.
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ENGLISH

A RIDE IN THE GLASS ELEVATOR
Resources
Mr Wonka’s Factory - Worksheet 4

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to think imaginatively about situations in a story.
	 Know how to plan and develop a piece of creative writing.

• �Ask the class to read the extract on Worksheet 4.

• �Now split the class into pairs and ask them to imagine that they are going to be riding in the 
glass elevator.

• �Ask each pair to invent a room that they would like to visit with the glass elevator. They should 
decide on the name of the room they will visit, and what they will see when they arrive there.

• �Once students have spent ten minutes discussing the above, they should act out what they 
find when the glass elevator arrives in their room.

	 - What does the room look like?
	 - What do they find in the room?
	 - What happens when they explore the room?
You may need to clear some space for this activity.

• �Alternatively students could be asked to draw a storyboard of their adventure.

• �After students have had time to explore their rooms they should write down key words about 
what they found and what happened to them.

• �Finally they should write a story about their visit, which can be used for a new scene in the 
musical. They should use the first sentence provided on the worksheet as a starting point.

FANTASTIC FACT!

Roald Dahl kept an ideas book, 

where he wrote down all his 

best ideas. He thought good 

ideas were like dreams, 

soon forgotten.
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ENGLISH

WHICH WORDS
Resources
Post-It notes

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to discern how language is used to describe a performance.
	 Understand how each audience member’s experience of the show will be different. 

• �Hand out three post-it notes to each student and ask them to write down a word or phrase 
about the show on each one.

• �Go around the class and collate students’ words / phrases on the board.

• �Are the words linked to the show’s themes (e.g. chocolate) or the tone of the show (e.g. fun / 
exciting)?

• �Highlight the fact that many different words can be used to discuss the same performance. 
Get students to analyse how audiences pick up on different elements and react to them 
differently, meaning that everyone’s experience of a show will be slightly different.
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THE ARTS
The following Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music & Visual Arts) activities offer rich 
opportunities for students to engage in the following ACARA General Capabilities

Literacy 
	 - Comprehending texts through listening, reading and viewing
	 - Composing texts through speaking, writing and creating
	 - Text knowledge
	 - Grammar knowledge
	 - Word knowledge
	 - Visual knowledge

Numeracy
	 - Recognising and using patterns and relationships
	 - Using spatial reasoning

Critical and Creative Thinking 
	 - Inquiring – Identifying, exploring and organising information and ideas
	 - Generating ideas, possibilities and actions
	 - Reflecting on thinking and processes
	 - Analysing, synthesising and evaluating reasoning and procedures

Personal and Social Capability 
	 - Self-awareness
	 - Self-management
	 - Social awareness
	 - Social management

Intercultural Understanding 
	 - Interacting and empathising with others

Ethical Understanding
	 - Understanding ethical concepts and issues
	 - Reasoning in decision making and actions
	 - Exploring values, rights and responsibilities

Information and Communication Technology 
	 - Investigating with ICT, including online videos and search engines
	 - Creating with ICT, such as music software
	 - Managing and operating ICT 
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DANCE

MAKING MOVES
Resources
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory - Chapter 17

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to identify how movement can be used to present character and narrative. 

• �As a class read Chapter 17, which details Augustus Gloop falling into the chocolate river and 
being sucked up the pipe.

• �Split students into small groups and ask them to break the scene down into four sections; 
write down what happens in each of the sections.

• �Once students have done this, explain that they will be acting out the scene without using any 
words – just movements.

• �Students should assign each other roles and work through each of the chapter’s sections, 
one-by-one. What do they think is important to show? How will they use movement to show 
this? How can they demonstrate the characters’ emotions and thoughts without speech?

• �Once students have practiced their performance, ask the groups to perform their scene to the 
class for feedback and discussion. Less able groups could simply concentrate on one section 
of the scene.
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DANCE

DISCUSSING DANCE
Resources
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Medley (Good Morning America, May 5 2017) -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WX4nAn0RAeM

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to identify and discuss the elements of dance including use of space and energy. 

• �As a class watch the Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Medley YouTube clip

• �Discuss identifying features of the choreography used in this performance:

	 • Synchronisation 
	 • Use of Space (breadth, depth, levels, etc.)
	 • Use of Time (accent, rhythm, etc.)
	 • Dynamics (sharp, robotic, fluid, etc.)

• �Ask students to evaluate how the above elements are used to convey character and intended 
meaning.
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DANCE

ACTIVITY: CREATING CHOREOGRAPHY
Resources
When Willy Met Oompa (Original Broadway Cast Recording):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzAhIhaLPJE&list=PLwn1l7eKYb2oq8102HHQ_
SFPezThK0Jyc&index=16 

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to develop skills in manipulating elements of dance to develop intended meaning.  

• �Students are to work in groups to choreograph a dance to the song When Willy Met Oompa (see 
YouTube clip)

• �Ask students to consider how they will use space, time, dynamics and synchronisation to 
convey the intended meaning and recreate the events referenced in the song

• �Give students time to rehearse their performances

• �Get students to present their work to the class for feedback and discussion
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DRAMA

CHARACTER PORTRAITS
Resources
Character Portraits - Worksheet 5

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Be able to research a character and identify key traits. 

• �One of the big jobs in transforming the book into a musical is working out how to bring the 
characters to life on stage.

• �Using the template on Worksheet 5, students should create a character portrait for one of the 
following characters:

	 • Mr Bucket
	 • Veruca Salt
	 • Mike Teavee

• �Some suggestions of key passages that students could use for reference are provided for each 
character on Worksheet 5.

• �The completed character portraits could be used to make a classroom display.
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DRAMA

WHAT WOULD YOU ASK?
Resources
Character portraits – Worksheet 5

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Develop a clearer understanding of the main character’s status, motivation and objectives.

• �Using the character portraits, quickly recap on the main characters in the musical. Can 
students remember them all?

• �Ask each student to think of three questions which they would like to ask each character in the 
play. Ask students to write down their questions.

• �Get one student at a time to stand/sit in front of the class and introduce themselves as their 
character to the rest of the students. The other students are to take it in turns to ask the 
student the questions they have prepared. 

• �Students can choose how they want to play their character but can draw on the way the 
character was portrayed in the musical for inspiration.

FANTASTIC FACT!

Roald Dahl kept a diary for every  

month of the year, depicting the  

changing seasons and wildlife.
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DRAMA

STORYBOARDING A SCENE 
Resources
None required

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Know how a piece of writing is transformed into drama.
	 Be able to create simple storyboards.
	 Rehearse and present a performance.

• �Explain that Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is being turned into a brand-new musical stage 
production. One way to help visualize how a story will be transformed from a book into a play is 
to create a storyboard of the scenes.

• �Students pick a short passage from the book and create a storyboard to show how that 
passage could look in the stage show. Their storyboard should be made up of five frames.

• �They should consider where the characters are standing, how they move about the stage and 
what props they might need. Explain that students don’t need to create amazing drawings, but 
they need to show how the characters move around the stage. They can include annotations 
underneath each frame to explain them.

• �Students should rehearse a performance based on their storyboards and present to their peers 
for feedback and discussion.
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DRAMA

THE FINAL CHAPTER
Resources
Adventure Cards - Worksheet 6 
AND
Structuring Your Scene – Worksheet 7

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Be able to plan and note initial ideas for a script.
	 Know how to develop and improve their script.
	 Be able to interpret their script imaginatively.

Part 1

• �In the final chapter of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Willy Wonka collects Charlie’s family 
in the glass elevator in order to take them back to live in and run his factory.

• �Split students into groups and give each group one of the adventure cards (these can be 
printed and cut out from Worksheet 6).

• �Students should look at the scenario and discuss as a group how the characters will solve each 
problem. Discuss their ideas as a class.

• �Explain that they will now be writing an extra scene for the new stage musical version Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory using the ideas they developed from the adventure card.

Part 2

• �Place students in a pair with someone from a different group. They will be using an interview-
style exercise to help develop their ideas further and view the scene from a specific 
character’s perspective. One student will take on the role of a character while the other asks 
them questions.

• �This activity could be carried out two or three times with students swapping partners each 
time. This will help students to develop and improve their scripts even further.

Part 3

• �Give students time to plan their scripts by completing Worksheet 7.

• �Students will identify the characters involved, describe the setting, outline the problem and 
then develop a resolution. Remind students to use descriptive language in their writing and to 
make sure they explain not just what is happening but how their characters feel about it.

Part 4

• �Students are to rehearse a performance of their scenes and present to their peers for 
feedback and discussion.
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DRAMA

WHO’S INVOLVED?
Resources
Who’s Involved? - Worksheet 8
Making of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Original Broadway Cast Recording): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc0gh8tRnbA

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Be able to identify some of the key creative roles in the development of a musical 

• �Explain to students that Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is being transformed into a brand-
new musical.

• �Discuss what a musical is and explore what students would expect to see in a theatre.

• �Conduct a brainstorm around the different production roles (or jobs) that students think are 
involved in developing a musical; distribute copies of Worksheet 8 to introduce some of these 
production roles.

	 - Were there any production roles that students didn’t expect to see?
	 - Which jobs do they think they would enjoy most and why?

FANTASTIC FACT!

Roald Dahl always wrote in 

pencil and only ever used a very 

particular kind of yellow pencil 

with an eraser on the end.
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DRAMA

THE RIGHT MATERIAL
Resources
Samples of different materials
The Right Material - Worksheet 10
Costume sketches and images from charliethemusical.com.au/education

Learning objective
Students should …

	� Explore ways of applying costume design methodology in order to enhance an audience’s 
understanding of a character’s personality, status and history. 

• �Hand out the different fabric samples individually and discuss their properties as a class; ask 
students to describe the fabrics and examine their differences – are they stretchy, soft, bright, 
see-through etc.?

• �Distribute a copy of Worksheet 10 to students. This provides information about different 
fabrics and character profiles. 

• �Ask students to read the character profiles and decide which of the fabrics would be best 
suited for each character’s costume.

• �Show students the costume sketches created for each character while developing the show.

• �Get students to choose one of the characters listed in Worksheet 10 and design a specific 
costume item for this character. Students should draw the article of clothing, colour it in with 
the appropriate colours/patterns, and try to source a fabric sample to staple to their picture. 
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DRAMA

DRESSING THE OOMPA-LOOMPAS
Resources
Craft materials
Passage at the end of Chapter 15
Dressing the Oompa-Loompas - Worksheet 11
Character Cards – Worksheet 1
Character Portraits – Worksheet 5
Costume sketches and images from charliethemusical.com.au/education

Learning objective
Students should …

	� Explore ways of applying costume design methodology in order to create costume designs for 
imaginary characters. 

PART 1

Resources
Passage at the end of Chapter 15
Character Cards – Worksheet 1
Character Portraits – Worksheet 5
Drawing materials to create costume sketches

• �As a class, read the passage at the end of Chapter 15, where the Oompa-Loompas are first 
introduced.

• �Ask students to identify words that were used to describe the Oompa-Loompas. They will 
discover that the description is quite brief, and in order to build a fuller picture they will have 
to use their imagination.

• �Ask students to pair up and create a mind map of words that they think describe the Oompa-
Loompas’ appearance; they can use Worksheet 1 and 5 as a guide.

• �Once they have completed their mind maps, they should draw a picture of how they imagine 
the Oompa-Loompas to look. Remind students that there is no right or wrong answer: because 
it is all up to their imagination!

PART 2

Resources
Design a Mood Board - Worksheet 9
Magazine images
Costume sketches and images from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

• �Now students have an idea of how they think the Oompa-Loompas should look, they can create 
a mood board for inspiration as to how they might be dressed.

• �Hand out copies of magazines and worksheet 9 which will help the students create a mood 
board for their costume designs.

• �Get students to use the Internet to source images of the Oompa Loompas.  
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DRAMA
 

PART 3

Resources
Craft materials such as:
	 o Fabric
	 o Scissors
	 o Glue
	 o Drawing materials to create costume sketches
	 Costume sketches and images from charliethemusical.com.au/education 

• �Ask students to draw two costumes for their Oompa-Loompas. They should colour and 
annotate each costume with notes about the materials that the costume will be made from, 
features, etc.

• �Once they have completed their design, students could be asked to create a miniature model 
of one or all of the pieces from their costume design. You will need to provide a selection of 
different fabrics for them to choose from; a miniature model may help students to judge the 
dimensions of their costume.

• �Students can use paper to practice cutting out the shapes they will need before using fabric to 
create the finished product.

• �Show students the costume sketches – how do the costumes designed for the musical differ 
from their designs? What similarities did they observe. 
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MEDIA ARTS

READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Resources
Read All About It - Worksheet 12

Learning objective
Students should …

	� Develop skills in analysing and evaluating performance. 

Now that students have seen the show, ask them to take on the role of a theatre critic and write 
a review. This review could be presented as a written article for a newspaper or presented as a 
piece created for television or radio.

• �Give each student a copy of Worksheet 12, which will provide them with some guidance in 
creating their review.

• �Students could start their review by giving a quick summary of the plot, although remind them 
that most people won’t want to know how the story finishes.

• �They could choose to talk about any of the following parts of the show:
	 • The acting
	 • The set
	 • The costumes
	 • The music and songs
	 • The dancing
	 • The lighting and special effects.

• �In their reviews, students should talk about what they liked about the performance and what 
aspects of the performance could have been improved and give reasons and examples to 
support their observations: Would they recommend that people go and see the play?

• �Give students access to the images from the production.

• �Ask students to perform or read out their review to the rest of the class.
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MEDIA ARTS

DESIGN AN AD
Resources
Collect random advertisements from magazines

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Understand how to write persuasively.
	 Be able to use pictures and words to create a persuasive piece.

Imagine this: in the Television Chocolate Room, Willy Wonka invents an incredible machine to help 
create amazing ads for his chocolate bars.

• �Ask students to create an ad for one of the following sweets from Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory:
	 • Lickable wallpaper
	 • The everlasting gobstopper
	 • Hair toffee
	 • Luminous lollies for bedtime
	 • Hot ice creams for cold days

• �Once they have chosen their product, students should think about to whom they are going to 
be marketing their product and also what its selling points are.

• �The ad should be designed to take up one page in a magazine. Collect some examples and use 
them to help guide students on how to create their ad.

• �Remind students that their ad should be very persuasive and get across all the important 
information very quickly. The ad should also be visually appealing, so ask students to include 
pictures they have drawn or cut out.

• �Students can use the information in the book to find out about the candy or they can use their 
imagination to decide what the candy will be like.

• �Explain that students could use the following techniques in their ad: bold writing; colourful 
pictures; the rule of three; rhyme; alliteration; catchy words; testimonials. 
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MEDIA ARTS

SPREAD THE WORD
Resources
Teaser trailers
Posters
A4 Paper

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Create a poster for the production based on advertising techniques.

• �Show students the teaser trailers and posters created to help build excitement about the show.

• �Ask students to create their own poster to publicise the show.

• �Explain that advertising requires short punchy lines to catch people’s interest. Ask them to 
develop three lines that they could use on a poster before choosing the one line they believe is 
most effective.

• �Give each student a piece of A4 paper and ask them to create their poster. They should think 
about how to make their poster eye-catching:

	 - What colours would they use and why?
	 - What will they choose to make their main image?

• �At the end of the lesson, split students into pairs and ask them to present their poster to their 
partner. Their partner should provide them with two pieces of positive feedback and one 
suggestion for how they think it could be improved.
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MEDIA ARTS

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Resources
Video recording equipment
Video editing software
Examples of documentaries or documentary-style videos (check online) – Behind the News (ABC 
TV) is a good entry point
Footage from any of the Charlie movies or stage shows

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Understand the documentary format and the way it is structured
	� Understand that documentaries and other news formats have the power to frame content to 

support different points of view
	 Create a documentary using the plot of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory as a starting point

Exploring what could have happened after the events of a novel, play or film is a good way of 
understanding the plot at a deeper level. It is possible to imagine all sorts of scenarios in the lives 
of the characters of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, several years after the events of the book.

• �Show students examples of online documentaries, preferably on the same issue. Teachers should 
try to choose documentaries showing a range of opinions.

• �Discuss the format of a documentary and list its structural features.

• �Brainstorm the possible futures for the characters in Charlie, for example:
	 - Willy Wonka has been arrested for worker exploitation of the Oompa-Loompas
	 - Charlie Bucket has let success go to his head and has bought out all Wonka competitors
	 - �The other children have been traumatised by their ordeals in the factory and are preparing to 

release a tell-all memoir

• �Students plan and prepare their own documentary entitled “Where are they now?” They need 
to choose a possible scenario for some or all of the characters, say five to ten years after the 
events of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

• �Students work in groups, allocating roles including interviewer / narrator, camera operator, 
actor(s), sound editor and so on. Teachers can determine how many students per group.

• �Their documentary should include new content and original footage from any of the movies or 
stage shows.
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MEDIA ARTS

MAKE A PROMO FOR WONKA
Resources
Video recording equipment
Video editing software
Examples of promotional videos for other products (check online – we suggest typing 
“promotional videos” in the YouTube search engine)
Footage from any of the Charlie movies or stage shows

Learning objectives
Students should …

	� Understand the techniques used when creating promotional material and how these are able 
to influence an audience

	 Create a video for Willy Wonka’s “Golden Ticket” promotion

• �Show students examples of promotional videos online. Discuss the format and list its structural 
features. Teachers may even choose to show a “how to” video for making promotional videos.

• �Explain that students will create (in groups) a promotional video for Willy Wonka’s Golden Ticket 
competition.  

• �Students work in groups to create their own promotional video, allocating roles including 
camera operator, actor(s)/presenter(s), sound editor and so on. Teachers can determine how 
many students per group.

• �Ensure that the promotional video is upbeat and positive. Teachers should remind students 
that promotional advertising should be entertaining, eye catching and informative. 
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MUSIC

BE A BROADWAY COMPOSER
Resources
Music / score to “A Letter from Charlie Bucket”
Blank music notation

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Show an understanding of the elements of melody and rhythm

Explain to students that songwriters have a very important job when writing for a musical – aside 
from the musical elements that make the composition interesting and cohesive, it needs to “tell 
a story”! They need to consider the plot and character, as well as textual elements, particularly in 
a story like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, where strange words and odd use of language is 
part of the Dahlian “universe”.

Most of the songs in the musical were written by Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman, adding to 
the existing songs by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony Newley from the 1971 film that have been used 
in this production. Have a try at composing a melody to the following verse, from the song “A 
Letter from Charlie Bucket” by Shaiman and Wittman:

I know that you’re a busy man 
You must have lots of mail to read 
I’m writing for my fam’ly cause 
There’s nothing special that I need 
The time you take to read this letter 
Will be time well spent 
Because I’ve made a list of things 
You might want to invent

• �Ask students to recite the lines through several times, getting the words to match to a steady 
rhythm and metre

• �Get students to write the rhythm as notation and the lyrics underneath. For example:

 • �Ask the students to add melodic phrases to each line – choose at least one note / syllable in each 
line as the “peak” of your particular phrase. For example, the word “read” in the diagram.

• �Experiment with different melodic patterns for each line as you compose an entire melody for 
the verse.
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MUSIC

HAVE A GOOD TIME WITH RHYME
Resources
Music / score to “Pure Imagination”

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Use poetic elements when writing their own verses to an existing song

Explain to students that Leslie Bricusse, who wrote the original songs along with Anthony Newley 
for the 1971 film Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, loved to have fun with the sounds of 
words when writing lyrics. They wrote songs for a lot of other musicals for many decades.

Ask students to consider the following excerpt from the Bricusse / Newley song “Talk to the 
Animals” from the musical Doctor Doolittle:

If we could talk to the animals, just imagine it 
Chatting to a chimp in chimpanzee 
Imagine talking to a tiger, chatting to a cheetah 
What a neat achievement that would be.

We would converse in polar bear and python, 
And we could curse in fluent kangaroo. 
If people asked us, can you speak in rhinoceros, 
We’d say, “Of courserous, can’t you?”

• �The whole verse is rich with alliteration – that is, the repetition of particular phonetically similar 
sounds, generally at the start of words (for example: “talking to a tiger”, “polar bear and python”) 
and sometimes within words (“cheetah / achievement”)

• �Rhyme is used at the ends of lines (“chimpanzee” / “bee”) and even within lines and words 
(“flu-ent kangar-oo”)

 • �Some made-up words are included to sound like other words in the line (“rhinocerous” / “Of 
courserous”), adding to the playful, imaginative nature of the song. 

Ask students to try to create their own verse of the Bricusse / Newley song Pure Imagination, 
starting with the idea of a journey to somewhere that is imaginary and unexpected. Explain to 
students that the rhyming sequence is very distinctive, with two very short rhyming lines (AA) and 
a much longer third line, which also rhymes with the sixth line (B). The fourth and fifth lines are 
also short, but do not rhyme (CD)! The sequence of each verse therefore goes: AABCDB

If students are having trouble getting started, use the rhythmic and rhyming template of the song, 
but get students to substitute their own words. An example is given:
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Students should be encouraged to use the same sorts of “word tricks” that Bricusse and other 
composers use: alliteration, rhyme, made-up words and so on. Ask students if they can think of 
any other devices.

Excerpt from song New example

Come with me (A)     (3 sounds)
And you’ll be (A)       (3 sounds)
In a world of pure i-ma-gi-na-tion (B)     (10 sounds)

Take my hand (A)
To a land (A)
Where you can ex-plore i-ma-gi-na-tion (B)
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MUSIC

CALL AND RESPONSE
Resources
Music / score to both “Candy Man” songs - Willy Wonka and 1999 addition of ABC Sing! Book 
(there may be other versions available online!)

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Demonstrate an understanding of the musical call-and-response structure

Discuss with students that one of the songs from the 1971 film Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory, written by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony Newley is Candy Man. This was made immensely 
popular in 1972 by the singer Sammy Davis, Jr., whose recording became a number one hit.

A feature of this song that makes it so appropriate for children is its call-and-response nature: 
the soloist sings a line which is echoed by everyone else (the chorus). However, what makes the 
song interesting is that not every line is call-and-response, so the chorus need to listen carefully 
for the sections where they do not echo!

• �Play the audio of the Bricusse / Newley song “Candy Man” from the Broadway recording. Observe 
student’s reactions as they listen – some may try to echo like the children in the song.

• �Explain the concept of call-and-response. Use “Candy Man” from the ABC Sing! Book to 
demonstrate how call-and-response works within the song. Explain that this is a different 
version of the song. Allow students to come up with their own lines and take turns leading the 
class in call-and-response.

• �Play the Broadway recording to the students again and get the students to sing along call-and-
response style.
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MUSIC

SPECIAL EFFECTS
Resources
Instruments
Interesting materials

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Compose their own sound effects from a creative stimulus.

Explain to students that special effects engineers sometimes have to look in unusual places in 
order to find the effect that they need for a musical like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

• �Ask students to create a special effects performance that creates the sound of one of the Inventing 
Room machines as it produces sweets.

• �Students can have access to instruments, but should also be encouraged to find their own way 
of developing sounds using unusual materials. For example, running a stick along some railings 
or using rice in an empty tin container.

• �Students should experiment with sounds and combine them to create a finished piece.

• �Students should consider what is happening inside the machine during each stage of their piece.
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MUSIC

THE OOMPA-LOOMPA SONG
Resources
Copy of lyrics of The Oompa-Loompa Song from Roald Dahl’s novel Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory
Classroom music instruments
Video of examples of performances of the song, for example: the 1971 film; the 2005 film; the 
Broadway production (these can all be found online). Students may find others; say, for example 
from the 2010 opera The Golden Ticket.

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Create a performance of their own version of the Oompa-Loompa song

Explain to students that Roald Dahl wrote the original lyrics for the songs that the Oompa-
Loompas sing or chant in the novel, although he did not provide a score. This means that for 
decades, parents, teachers and other adults who read the novel aloud to children, have 
effectively created their own performance of the song as they did so! Students will enjoy taking 
part in this very long tradition.

• �Read aloud to the students one of the Oompa-Loompa songs from the novel.

• �Project the lyrics for all students to see. Read the lyrics aloud as a class.

• �Get some students to volunteer reading some of the lines aloud to the class. They may wish to 
add their own style: hip-hop, opera, whatever they like!

• �In groups, students create their own versions of the Oompa-Loompa song, adding instruments 
and choreography if they wish.

• �Students should perform their work to the class for feedback and discussion. 
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VISUAL ARTS

UNCHARTERED TERRITORY
Resources
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory novel
Printed or online information about maps

Learning objectives
Students should …

	 Know some of the different types of maps and their uses.
	 Be able to scan text for information.

• �Having read the book carefully, particularly the sections describing the factory, students use their 
imaginations to create a map of the Chocolate Factory.

• �Use the book to introduce different types of maps and remind students of some of the rooms 
that are mentioned in the story.

• �Remind students that they don’t have to strictly try and reflect the factory described in the 
book: they can use their imagination to create the factory they would like to visit!
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VISUAL ARTS

SETTING THE SCENE
Resources
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory novel
Drawing materials

Learning objectives
Students should …

	� Be able to retain information from written passages and use their imagination to develop 
a visual response to the stimulus.

• �As a class, read the beginning of chapter 15, which describes the Chocolate Room in Willy 
Wonka’s factory.

• �Once you have read the description, ask all students to shut their books and draw the 
Chocolate Room from memory. They should try to include as many details as they can 
remember from the passage.

• �Once students have spent 10 minutes on their drawings, read through the passage again. How 
much did students remember? Were there any features they missed?

• �Get the students to share their images with their peers. Their works could be used to create a 
classroom display. 
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VISUAL ARTS

PACKAGING DESIGN
Resources
Chocolate bar wrappers
Create Your Own Chocolate Treat - Worksheet 13
Design a Chocolate Bar – Worksheet 14
Design Your Own Packaging – Worksheet 15

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Explore the possibilities of product design and create their own for a chocolate bar

• �Distribute a chocolate bar wrapper to each student. Ask them to look at it and fill in Worksheet 13. 
This sheet will help students to start thinking: 

	 •  What is the purpose of the wrappers? And
	 •  How well do they fulfil that purpose?

• �Tell students they are going to design a wrapper for a brand-new sweet. They could use the 
chocolate they created in the ‘Create your own Chocolate’ activity. If they have not completed 
this activity then ask them to create one using Worksheet 14.

• �Using the advice on Worksheet 15, ask students to consider their product’s audience and how 
the packaging could be designed so that it appeals to their target audience. Using their own 
feedback, students can design three different wrappers for their bar.

• �Once students have completed their drawings, they should swap with a partner. The partner 
should choose which drawing they like best and make a note of one positive point and two 
areas for improvement on the design before feeding back to the designer. 
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VISUAL ARTS

CREATE YOUR OWN CHOCOLATE TREAT
Resources
Worksheet 13
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory novel

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Explore the cooking process for creating sweets and chocolates

• �As a class, read Chapter 19 of the novel, set in Willy Wonka’s Inventing Room.

• �Ask students to think about the sweets they would like to invent. Using Worksheet 13, they 
should draw a picture of their new sweet and complete the boxes to explain what it is made 
from and how it would be made.

• �Now invite students to create their own sweets by adding ingredients to melted chocolate.

• �Provide students with a range of ingredients such as marshmallows, rose petals or even spices 
like cinnamon; students could choose their ingredients and add them to melted chocolate 
before adding them to a mould and leaving to set. Students can develop names for their 
inventions.

• �Once the chocolates are set, the class can try each other’s inventions and make notes on what 
they do and don’t like.

• �Ensure that students consider health and hygiene when handling food items. 
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VISUAL ARTS

YOUR FAVOURITE SCENE
Resources
Craft materials for drawing / painting

Learning objective
Students should …

	 Represent their impressions of the musical using artistic media 

• �Discuss with students their favourite scene from the play.

• �Ask students to draw a picture to represent that scene.

• �Their picture does not have to be perfect but should show the key interactions between 
characters in that scene or reflect the reason why they liked that scene.

• �Students could use different materials to reflect different moods (i.e. chalk to show energy).

• �The drawings could be used to create a classroom display about your trip to Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory.


